
 
Pranya in her flooded house* 

 
 

Would you like to drink 
water from this river? 

 
 

Typical pots for storing 
water 

 

Friends of Cambodia         
Lent 2021    Week 3  Spotlight on Water 
 
This week in our Lenten reflections on Cambodia the focus is on water.  Cambodia 
is a country with a very different climate from ours.  It is of course much hotter 
than Britain, and the difference between the seasons there is more a question of 
wet or dry rather than hot or cold. The Cambodian way of life is adapted to this 
climate, with many houses built on stilts to cope with the wet season, and rice 
farming relies on regular flooding of the fields to provide a good crop. Our parish 
has helped our friends in Chomnaom with managing this environment by 
contributing to the reservoir and canal in the parish rice fields, which helps them 
store water from the rainy season to irrigate the land when it is dry.   
 

Of course the weather does not always behave 
as expected, and sometimes the floods in the 
rainy season are more severe, and cause serious 
problems.  At other times there is not enough 
rain.  Last year our friends experienced both 
these problems: in the autumn there was some 
severe flooding which was very disruptive, but 
in general last year the rainfall was not enough 
to ensure a good harvest, and people are going 
hungry.  So the rice vouchers you bought 
Advent are helping feed some of those people. 
 
In Chomnaom, the village where our twinned 
parish is, nobody has piped water in their 
house.  Instead, people collect and store water 

from the rainy season in large pots by their houses, and when this runs out, fetch 
water from the river and ponds.  With the lack of rain this year the river level is 
much lower, which makes things even harder.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

River water must be boiled 
before it is safe to drink 

 
 

The Sisters’ well at Chomnaom 

The Sisters from Korea who are working in Chomnaom have had a well dug in the 
church compound.  They had to go down 150m to find clean water.  This water is 
now freely available to anyone in the village, but without means to carry it, it is 
only really of use to those who live nearby.  Everyone else prefers to continue 
taking water from the river or pond and boiling it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even at the Tep Im hostel, in the city of Battambang, where we provide some help 
for the students, facilities are primitive. Toilets are flushed by dipping a scoop into 
a tank of river or rain water; there are no washbasins and pouring some of this 
water over your hands is also the only way of washing them.   
____________________________________________________ 

Think  Pray Act 
 
Count the number of taps in your house – don’t forget any outdoor ones, or the 
ones you can’t see, such as the water supply to washing machines etc. 
 

 

This week, every time you turn on a tap, 
remember to give thanks for the gift of clean 
water and pray for our friends in Cambodia that 
they will one day have clean water too. 
 
Add a small sum to your Blessings Jar for every 
tap you have in your house. 
 
*If you want to find out more about Pranya, you can 
read about her in Marie-Madeleine’s book Then the 
Khmer Rouge came, available from the author. 
Contact:mariemadeleinekenning@gmail.com 


